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It seems that often we are faced with challenges and obstacles in our professional and 
personal lives. Some say it is all about attitude and focus. Having resources available, 
and knowing what they are can make all of the difference. 
 
This month we were joined at our monthly FEW Meeting by Diane Paterson from 
WomenVentures who shared her passion and abilities to help women entrepreneurs.  
She reminded us of the many resources available, and told of ‘women ventures’ that 
were able to realize their dream and embark on new opportunities. Success does not 
come easy for most of us, but with guidance, support, encouragement and spirit, we   
can achieve. Please be sure to check out their website http://www.womenventure.org  
for additional information. 
 
As we look at the half waypoint of this year, I am reminded of how far many have come 
to rebuild both personally and professionally. When it seemed so gloomy for many, 
finally there seems to be a glimmer of light, hope and opportunity for those of us who 
have pushed so hard to get past the tough times. I have encountered many, and have 
learned much from hearing the stories of so many talented professionals in our 
community. It reminds me of a quote I shared with my son after hearing about his ‘Les 
Voyaguers’ trip last summer. “Go over, go under, go around or go through but never 
give up.” Perhaps that identifies the perseverance one needs to rebound from a tough 
economy, a tough challenge or a tough time. Here’s to perseverance, an enjoyable rest 
of the summer, and a successful remaining 2010. 
 
Proud to be your FEW leader, 
 
Jill Magelssen 
President 

����������		�
�

��
�����������

��������������
�

���	���
��



� � � � � � �

 Guests 

Join us at the August Meeting  

                    All About Networking 
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Wednesday, August 11th, 2010 

11:30 - 1:30 pm 

Holiday Inn 
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 Vegetarian Meals 
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Exciting Lineup  

Mark your calendars! FEW has tremendous programs for you to enjoy! 

Member Announcements  

St. Cloud Technical & Community College 
Seeks a Speaker on Leadership 
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Please Take the FEW Survey 
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Promote Thyself 
         Featuring Jodi Elness            
                                                              FEW Member since 2009          
 
 
Business?   St. Cloud Community and Technical College 
 
What do you do for work?   
I am the Director of Enrollment Management at SCTCC.  I oversee   
Admissions, Recruitment, Testing, Information Center, International 
Students, and Multicultural Services.  
 
How do you help others succeed?    
I make sure that the people in my office have a chance to better themselves through 
education.  It could be a quick webinar, a one day conference, a class for a semester, or 
enrollment in an extensive training course.  When you are in the business of education,           
you have to believe that education can make a difference in people’s lives. 
 
Is your desk/office messy or organized?  In reality, it is messy….but in my mind it is organized. 
 
Are you a task-oriented person or a people-oriented person?   
I think I have a “split personality” in regards to this question.  My job is to help students connect to the 
college from the time they are a prospect until the time they graduate and become alumni.  That takes 
“people skills”.  But, there are so many details that if I weren’t a “task person” I would never be able to 
accomplish the job.  When people ask me why I love my job, I tell them it is because I know I make a 
difference in people’s lives every day.  There is great job satisfaction in helping students make life 
choices. 
 
Hometown?   
Grew up in Alexandria, MN and moved to St. Cloud in 1985 to attend St. Cloud State University; been 
here ever since 
 
Family?  Married for 20 years to Joel; has two sons, Alex, 15 and Tyler, 12 
 
Last book read?  One Mississippi by Mark Childress.  I highly recommend it for summer reading. 
 
Last vacation spot?  Apache Junction, AZ to visit my parents, who winter there each year. 
 
Biggest indulgence?   
Reading; my kids always ask how one can person read so much. I can “knock out” a novel in a weekend. 
 
What do you do for fun?   
I love to travel and explore.  My dad was a teacher and my mom stayed at home.  Each summer they 
would load up the car (Opal with black vinyl seats) and travel the US for a month.  I have been to about 
45 states and wish I could share that same experience with my children. There’s so much to see and so 
many life experiences waiting if we just had the time and money. 
 

Continued on next page... 
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Promote Thyself 
                           Featuring Jodi Elness            
 
 
...Continued from previous page 
 
What do you think you’ll be doing in 5 years? 
I hope to be working at St. Cloud Technical and Community College and enjoying time with my family.  I 
can’t imagine doing anything other than what I do right now. 
 
What one word would friends say best describes you? 
They would say I am funny.  I always try to see the humorous side of things. We laugh a lot in my office 
and still manage to get the work done. 
 
What green (energy savings) tip can you share? 
Whenever I am walking into a store, I stop to pick up a few pieces of garbage in the parking lot.  There is 
always garbage in parking lots.  It helps to clean up the environment and it sets and example for my kids 
about the right thing to do.  They think it is gross that I would touch other people’s garbage, but how can I 
walk by and expect someone else to do it if I am not willing to do my part.  
 
When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? John Denver’s wife. 
 
I recommend (book, movie, show, activity, restaurant, website, etc) and why? 
The books The Kite Runner or A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini.  Great stories, great charac-
ters, great reading.  It helped to put a face on some of the things that have happened in Afghanistan over 
the past few years and it changed my perception. 
 
What is your favorite (clean) joke? 
I am not very good at jokes, but I love the e-mails I get from co-workers that show the way some people 
actually dress when the go shopping at WalMart.  Amazing! 
 
What would other FEW members be surprised to learn about you? 
That I am in the Guinness Book of World Records…….as a participant in the world’s longest four-
wheeling parade.  The record was set in June 2009 in Silver Bay, MN.  Over 1500 fourwheelers traveled a 
five-mile parade route to break the record.  If you think one four-wheeler is loud, you should hear 1500! 
 
What is your personal or business philosophy? 
I want to provide the best possible customer service to our students.  In the past few years, it seems that 
customer service has gone out the window in many service industries.  We are always thinking about how 
we can we create the best experience for students as they enroll, attend and graduate from the college.  The 
college has recently become a technical and community college.  Our enrollment growth has been substan-
tial in the past two years and we work every day to make sure we still provide personal service to students. 
 
Anything else you would like to share?  
I am so happy to be a part of this organization again.  I had joined in the early ‘90s and just couldn’t get 
away from the office to attend the meetings.  I haven’t missed a meeting since I joined this year past year 
and the programming has been excellent.  I have already taken advantage of the networking opportunities 
and look forward to a time when I can help out my fellow members.  
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